LYME REGIS

Ene Regis, which ranked as one of the chief ports of the
country until the seventeenth century, underwent after
that time, first a decline and then a sea-change into the * ele-
gant and genteel' watering-place which charmed Fanny
Burney, Jane Austen and Mary Russell Mitford, The flavour
of the eighteenth century still pervades the old inns, the houses
in the main street which hurries steeply to the sea, and the
Cobb, where there are now fishing boats and yachts instead of
merchantmen. The cliffs and hills under which Lyme shelters
not only form a wonderful background to the town but have
also helped to preserve her beauty.

Commercially, Lyme Regis was important from the reign
of Edward I onwards, first as a wool town and then as a centre
for the manufacture and export of cloth and as the port where
goods, bound for Bristol, were landed to be transported there
on the backs of pack-horses. But the most dramatic period in
Lyme's history was the seventeenth century. In order to
understand the part which Lyme played in the politics of that
century, its strongly * dissenting' character must be remem-
bered. Even in Mary Tudor's reign the town was reported as
' heretic'; under James I the city fathers refused to admit
strolling bands of players ; in Charles Fs reign, the town was
noted for the number of its preachers. Hence when the Civil
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